The Worship Service
~Sunday, December 21, 2025

Shenkel United Church of Christ
1580 Shenke!l Road, Pottstown, PA 19465
610-326-3535 ~ www.shenkelucc.org ~ shenkeluce@aol.com ~

Shenkel’s UCC’s Vision Statement
Shenkel United Church of Christ extends a heartfelt welcome to all unbound by physical structure or geography

and grounded in creative worship, active spirituality, community action, love and service,




Welcome to Shenkel United Church of Christ!
An Open and Affirming congregation since 2018

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
~Gathering Together~
Prelude “Wexford Carol” (Traditional Irish Carol)

Welcome

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Light a candle bright and tall
For a Love which knows no end,
Love that comes to one and all.
Fear and hatred to upend.

Shine within our hearts today
Come, O Love, to us, we pray.

Prayer

Call to Worship

L: Come, let us be about our preparations of a new advent of love among us.

C: The wastelands of life around us cannot shut out the promise of life-giving water.

L: Hatred and warfare, injustice and suffering, are not the last word, for they are not of God.

C: We hear again the promise of peace, coming in the one who lived Shalom among all people,
L: We see again the light God promises in the midst of our darkness.

C: We are feeling again the joy that comes through partnership in the gospel.

L: May our worship recall us to what is centered in life; to the One who gives us breath and purpose in
life. ’

C: We come to embrace the new advent, to be renewed by faith, hope, and love.

Opening Hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (See insert)

~Coming Alive in Community~
Call to Confession

How can we stand in the presence of God? Let us confess those places where we need to grow fo
prepare for Christ to come to our lives.

Prayer of Confession

God of the loving heart, we confess before you those places in our hearts where we have refused
you entrance: people we have refused to love; habits we never get around to changing; good things
we have left undone; and ways in which we hurt you, ourselves, and others. Come to us in the light
of your Christ. Shine on those places we have hidden from you. Show us new ways to live. Sweep
clean the rooms of our hearts, that Christ may find a home among us. Be known among us now
and forever! Amen.

Silence for Prayer and Meditation




Assurance of Pardon

This is the good news in Jesus Christ. We can stand before God, not through our own goodness, but
through God’s great kindness to us. Rejoice and be glad, for God comes to you!

Passing of the Peace

Special Music
Lord I Lift Your Name On High

~We Hear God’s Word~

Scripture Lessons Joan Palubinsky

Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Matt. 1:18-25

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Suzanne M. Spaulding

Hymn for Reflection: “Jesus, Our Brother” (See insert)

~Sharing Blessings with Others~

Prayers of the People
Our Mother/Father, who are in heaven, hallowed by the name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven, Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering our Gifts — Thank you for your faithful support of Shenkel’s ongoing ministries.
December’s Special Offering — The Christmas Fund

Offertory “Love Came Down at Christmas” (Whitney)
Offering Response “Doxology Old Hundredth”

Hope in the God who reigns above,

Who holds us all in steadfast love;

Whose Spirit blows across the earth,

Preparing us for second birth.
Prayer of Dedication

~Going out in Joy~

Sending Hymn “Once In Royal David’s City” (See insert)

Benediction




Postlude “O How Joyfully” (Mason, Handel, Beiry)

Pastor; Rev. Suzanne M. Spaulding Music Director: Dan Wolgemuth
Email: shenkelpastor@gmail.com Organist: Susan Royer
Sexton: Stacy Keim Secretary: Danielle Petersen

Ministers: All Members of the Church

Special Music: (Rick Founds) © 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc [CCLI #117947]

Announcements:
Sunday, December 21, 2025

~This Sunday at Shenkel UCC~
Sun, 12/21/25 ~ Reflective Worship Service at 9:45 am in the Social Hall.
~ Carols and Cookies after worship.
~ Church School at 11:00 am.
~ The Longest Night Service at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.

~Upcoming events at Shenkel UCC~
Wed, 12/24/25 ~ Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.
Thurs, 12/25/25 ~ Office closed for Christmas.
Sun, 12/28/25 ~ One service at 9:00 am with Rev. Pam McShane after breakfast in the Social Hall.

Please feel free to scan this code to donate through our online giving page.

Scripture Reading for December 24th Maddie Mest

Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Luke 2:1-20

Cluster donations for December: Peanut butter and jelly

Qigong classes at Shenkel!: Thursday mornings 11 AM-noon. No experience necessary--All are
welcome! Cost is $12/class, cash or check payable to Shenkel UCC. Hope you'll join us!
Qigong Holiday Schedule: Classes for Christmas and New Years Week will be held Monday, 12/22 and

Monday, 12/29 respectively at 11AM.

Carol Lykens Giving Challenge: We’re receiving gifts for our Carol Lykens Fill-The-Hat Challenge! You're
encouraged to make an additional contribution to the Current Fund beyond your usual giving, Contributions can
be made to Shenkel UCC with “Carol Challenge” in the memo line, or donate online through our website.
Thank you! '

Congregational Meeting: Will be held immediately after worship on Sunday, December 28", to take action on
the 2026 Current and OCWM Budgets. Watch for information and proxies in advance of the meeting. Thank
you, Randy Berriker Consistory President.




PSEC - Sunday January 4™: Rev. Bill Worley and Rev. Cean James will take their vows of release along with
the rest of the staff at Reformed Church of the Ascension, Norristown at 2:00 pm. The staff have worked with
faithfulness, skill, and grace through a demanding and transformative time. We hope you will find ways to
express your gratitude by attending this service, as they have been the hands and heart of this ministry in
countless ways seen and unseen.

Grocery run? Consider using Giant and Redner’s cards for your grocery store purchases: Shenkel earns
$5 for every $100 on Giant and Redner’s gift cards — which are available every week at church.

Stewardship: Stewardship Committee will meet next on December 3rd at 5:30 pm. The charge of the
committee is to: find ways to increase much needed revenue, attract new members, and identify new ways to
provide ministry. Please contact members of the committee with your thoughts. Committee members: Chris
Gray, Dan Jenkins, Kim Yocom, Julie Zachesky, and Brenda Berriker.

Church School: Children from 3 years through grade 6 are invited to participate in church school on the third
Sunday of the month at 11:00 AM. Our next church school today.

Shenkel Prayer Group: Meets at 9:00 am on the first Thursday of the month. All are welcome to participate.
Enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and celebrate the Spirit of God moving among us as we pray together,
Prayer Lottery: Shenkel will be praying for:

Judy Gergle

Cara Bevan
Connie Armbruster
Collin Gray
Anthony Guiotta

Birthdays in the month of December

Isabelle Chidawu 12/4/25
Mari O’Drain 12/4/25
John Jonides 12/8/25
Abigail Dise 12/9/25
Analexis Foss 12/15/25
Judith Gergle 12/20/25
Betty Bortz 12/21/25
Bonnie Cox 12/21/25
Jim Faust 12722125
Josh Palubinsky 12/23/25

TJ Augustine 111 12/24/25




144 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Luke 2:10-11, 25-32; 24:46-51; Charles Wesley, 1739; alt.
I Thess, 4:13-18; Isa. 60:19-20

1 Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, “Glo-r1y to the Christ-child bring;
2 Christ, by high - est heaven a - dored, Christthe ev - er - last - ing Lord!
3 Hail theBear - er of God’s peacel Hail the Sun  of righ - fecus-ness,
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Peace on earth and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ner rec-on - ciled!”
Late in time the Sav-ior comes, off-spring of the - Vir-gin's womb.

Light and life our Sav-ior brings, risen with ra - diant, heal-ing wings.
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Joy - ful, all you saints a - rise, join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiledin flesh, the God-head see; hail the in-car-nate De - i - ty,
Mild-ly lay-ing glo-1y Dby, bomnthat we no moremay die,
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With the an - gel host pro-claim, “Christis  bom in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased on earth with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em -rman-u - el
Bom to raise us all fromearth, bom to give us sec-ond birth.
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This hymn by Charles Wesley, one of the founders of Methodism, Tune: MENDELSSOHN 7.7.7.7.D. with refrain
is firmly wedded to Felix Mendelssohn's music. Composed for the From Felix Mendelssohn’s "Festgesang,” 1840
four hundredth anniversary of the invention of printing, the music Arr. Williant H. Cummings, 1855
was adapled to this hynn fifteen years later.
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Hark! the her-ald

an - gels sing, “Glo-ry to the Christ-child bring!”

;H..

Once in Royal David’s City

Cecil F, Alexander, 1848; alt,
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Luke I:26-35; 2:1-7: I Thess. 4:13--18
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2 Je - sus came to
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I Once in 1oy - al Da - vid’s ci - ty stood a low - ly cat - tle shed,

earth from heav-en, who is God and Head of all,

3 We at last shall meet our

3 And through all this won-drous child-hood Je - sus hon -ored and o - beyed,
4 Je - sus iy our child-hood's pat - tem, dai-ly like us lived and grew,
Sav - ior, fount of God's re - deem-ing grace,
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Where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a
Shel-tered in a 1s - tic

man - ger for a bed:

sta - ble, cra - dled in a com-mon stall;
Loved and watched the ten - der moth - er whose strong arms  a cra- dle made.
Je - sus, it - tle, weak, and help - less, tears and smiles and com-fort knew.
For that Child so dear and gen - tle reigns with - in  a glo - rious place;

Q)

Cecil Frances Alexander, wife of the bishop of Ire..’mm‘, wrote a
series of children's hymns commenting on the Apostles’ Creed,

This hymn, elaborating on the words .
Mary,"” tells the whole life of Christ.

». born of the Virgin

Mar -y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ cher Iit - te  child
With the poor and meekand low-ly lived on -earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
So, like Je - sus, we should be serv -ing  God 0 - be - dient-lIy.
Je - sus felt the pain of _sad-ness,and the joy - ous It of glad-ness.
Lead-ing all God’s chil-dren on to the heaven where saints have gone.
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Tune: YRBY B78.7.7.7.
Henry J. Gauntlert, 1849
Harm. A. H. Mann, 1919




Jesus, Our Brother, Strong and Good

French carol, 12th century
Transl. anon.

138

Luke 2:1-7; Matt. 1:23
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1 Je - sus, our broth - er, strong and good, was hum - bly
2 “L” said the don - key, shag-gy and brown, “I car- ried your
3 “L” said the cow, all white and red, “I gave you my
4 "I” said the sheep with ¢url - y  hom, “I gave you my
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bom in a sta - ble rude, andthe friend - ly beasts a -
moth - er up - hill and down, 1 car - ried your moth-er fo
man - ger for your bed, I gave my  hay o
wool for a blan - ket wam, you wore my coat on
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round him  stood, Je-sus  our broth - er, strong and good.
Beth - le - hem town; L”said the don - key, shag-gy and brown.
pil - low your head; 1” said the cow, all white and  red.
Christ - mas mom; I said the sheep with cul - y horn
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5 “1,” said the dove, from the raf-ters high,

6

“I cooed you to sleep that you should

nof cry,

we cooed you to sleep, my love and I;
I,” said the dove, from the raf-ters high.

Little is kniown of either the origins of this French text or its
translation. The melody comes from a medieval French
cathedral festivat recognizing the role of the donkey in the flight

into Egypt.

Harmaniration Cepyright ©, Oxford University Press. From The Enghish Hymast I$06.

‘Thus all the beasts, by some good spell,
in the sta-ble dark were glad to tell
of the gifts they gave Em-man-u-el,
the gifts they gave Em-man-u-el.

Tune: ORIENTIS PARTIBUS 7.7.7.7.
French melody, early 13th century
Harm. Ralph Vaughan Wiiliams, 1906




