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Background

This evening’s worship follows the Taizé style. A meditative atmosphere is created
.,hzough the use of candles, repetitive singing, scripture and readings.

What is Taize? Taizé is a meditative style of worship begun in the village of Taizé in
France. Since 1940, an ecumenical community of brothers, both Protestant and Roman
Catholic, pray daily, striving for “communion of all.” People, and in particular youth, come
from around the world to participate in retreats of prayer and reflection at Taize.

What should I expect? When you enter the worship area, you will experience a quiet
atmosphere with candlelight. A chime will announce the beginning and the end of the service.
We invite you to come in quietly, be seated, and listen. You will hear music and readings and
you are welcome to sing along once the tune is familiar,

What kind of music is Taizé? The songs are simple, repetitive melodies with meaningful
words. You are invited to listen, sing along, or add harmonies. The singing contributes to the
meditative atmosphere, and you may participate however you like.

How can I find out more about this style of worship? The community of Taizé has a
website in many languages: www.taize.ft. In the ecumenical world, there are many variations of
.the worship style, but they all include music, readings, and creating a quiet place of
communion.

FOLLOWING WORSHIP, PLEASE LEAVE THE WORSHIP AREA IN SILENCE.




Enter in Silence
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Opening Prayer

O God of the morning and of the evening hours, let your Spirit come on us here gathered. This is the holy place
where we, your people, call on you in faith, joining heart and voice in thanksgiving and praise to your name,

Amen.




Song

“Be Still and Know” NCH 743

1743
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Ps. 46:10

Music: Anon.

P T e e =
HGm s J_ﬁh e s - ==
f —
Be sl  and konow that am God. Be  stil and know that
x [} ] .1'. o .1'. : o f ] i 'E‘ _# ? E -‘-
SESSS B : i 3 |

.

Psalm 32 (Nan Merrill Translation)

Blessed is each one whose wrongdoings
have been forgiven,
whose shame has been forgotten.
Blessed is each one in whom Love Divine

finds

a home,

and whose spirit radiates truth.

When I acknowledged not my shortcomings,

I became ill through all my defenses.
And day and night, guilt weighed heavy
in my heart:

My spirit became dry as desert bones.

I admitted my faults to the Most High,
and I made known my regret;
I cried out, “Forgive me, O Comforter,
for those times I have sinned in
my thoughts, my words,
and my deeds;”
And the Beloved created a clean heart
within me.

* Therefore, let everyone who is sincere
give thanks to the Beloved,;
For whenever we feel overwhelmed
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by fear,
we shall be embraced by Love.
Dwelling in the heart of the Beloved,
we are free from distress,
free to live creatively.

O my Beloved, you are my guide and
my teacher;

Be watchful of me, give me your
counsel.

I pray for the gifts of inner peace
and wisdom,

For the gift of reverence for life.

Many are the heartaches of those
separated from Love,
Steadfast love abides with those
who surrender their lives into
the hands of the Beloved.
Be glad and rejoice, all you
who walk along the path of truth!
And shout for joy, all you upright

of heart!
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Poem by Ann Weems “Come Unto Me”

When the journey gets too hard,
when we feel depleted,
when our compassion
turns to complaining,
when our efforts toward
justice and mercy
seem to get us nowhere,
it’s time to remember
the humility part-
that it is God who has made us
and not we ourselves;
that the saving of the world
or even one part of it.
is not on our shoulders.
It is then we can come unto him,
and he will give us rest.
With rest we’ll remember
what it is we are about,

Silence (2 minutes)

During the song, you are invited o take a votive candle, say a prayer, and place the candle at the foot of the

Cross.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

~And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Silence for Personal Prayer and Reflection
(3 minutes)

Song
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Closing Prayer

Song

‘Dona Nobis Pacem 774
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Latln propinciation:  Do-ng na-bds pd-ch&m (Glve us peace)

Texi: ‘T'eaditlonal DONA NOBLE PACEM
Musle:  Traditlonal irregutar
Bell Chime

Please leave the worship area in silence.
Go...Be and do what God calls you fo be and do...
Go in peace!
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