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Background

This evening’s worship follows the Taizé style. A meditative atmosphere is created
through the use of candles, repetitive singing, scripture and readings.

What is Taize? Taizé is a meditative style of worship begun in the village of Taizé in
France. Since 1940, an ecumenical community of brothers, both Protestant and Roman
Catholic, pray daily, striving for “communion of all.” People, and in particular youth, come
from around the world to participate in retreats of prayer and reflection at Taizg.

What should I expect? When you enter the worship area, you will experience a quiet
atmosphere with candlelight. A chime will announce the beginning and the end of the service.
We invite you to come in quietly, be seated, and listen. You will hear music and readings and
you are welcome to sing along once the tune is familiar.

What kind of music is Taizé? The songs are simple, repetitive melodies with meaningful
words. You are invited to listen, sing along, or add harmonies. The singing contributes to the
meditative atmosphere, and you may participate however you like.

How can I find out more about this style of worship? The community of Taizé has a
website in many languages: www.taize.ft. In the ecumenical world, there are many variations of
the worship style, but they all include music, readings, and creating a quiet place of
communion.

FOLLOWING WORSHIP, PLEASE LEAVE THE WORSHIP AREA IN SILENCE.




Enter in Silence
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Opening Prayer

O God of the morning and of the evening hours, let your Spirit come on us here gathered. This is the holy place
where we, your people, call on you in faith, joining heart and voice in thanksgiving and praise to your name.

Amen.
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O God, Why Are You Silent

O God, why are you silent? | cannot hear your voice;

The proud and strong and violent all claim you and rejoice;
You promised you would hold me with tenderness and care.
Draw near, O Love, enfold me, and ease the pain | bear.

My hope lies bruised and battered, my wounded heartis torn;
My spirit spent and shattered by life’s relentless storm;

Will you not bend to hear me, my cries from deep within?
Have you no word to cheer me when nightis closing in?

Through endless nights of weeping, through weary days of grief;
My heart is in your keeping, my comfort, my relief.

Come, share my tears and sadness, come, suffer in my pain,
Oh, bring me home to gladness, restore my hope again.

May pain draw forth compassion, let wisdom rise from loss;
Oh, take my heart and fashion the image of your cross;
Then may | know your healing through healing that | share,
Your grace and love revealing, your tenderness and care.

- Marty Haugen
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Psalm 128 (Nan Merrill Translation)

Blessed are you who reverence
the Beloved,
who walk in Love’s way!
You radiate an inner joy
and peace wher’er you go’
compassion draws you to
the gates of those in need.

Families and friends gather upon
your doorstep;

Children run to greet you with
open arms.

Yes, blessed are you who reverence
the Beloved!

Strangers fesl at home in
YOUr presence;
the oppressed are comforted
by your support.
Blessed indeed are you who reverence
the Beloved!
Peace be within you!

Silence (2 minutes)

During the song, you are invited to take a votive candle, say a prayer, and place the candle at the foot of the
Cross.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever, Amen.

Silence for Personal Prayer and Reflection
(3 minutes)
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Closing Prayer

Song
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Text: Traditionnl DONA NOBIS PACLEM
Musie ‘Traditlonat irccgular

Bell Chime

Please leave the worship area in silence.
Go...Be and do what God calls you to be and do...
Go in peace!
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