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According to an online dictionary, the origin of the word “lente” was recorded
before the year 900 and means spring; springtime. Lent means spring! What a
great way to begin the month of March, with thoughts of spring.
After 2000 years of Christian tradition, most of us do not associate Lent with
the season of spring. More likely, we associate it with penitence, abstinence,
denying oneself, frugality or meagerness. It is true that in the church liturgical
year, Lent is a time of penitence and introspection. I’m not convinced that it has
to be sad or negative.
Lent’s earliest origins lie in preparation for Easter and baptism. The time before
Easter was a catechism for adults who were then baptized on Easter Sunday.
Even though this changed over the centuries, there is no reason for us to not
return and reclaim this thoughtful preparation for Easter in our observance of
Lent today.
What if we recall that Lent is associated with Spring and look at the Lenten
Season as an opportunity to pause, take stock, and nurture new growth. I’m reminded of Jesus’ words in the gospel of John: “I assure you that unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it can only be a single seed.
But if it dies, it bears much fruit.” We know that if you plant a seed and it
never ‘dies’, opening its husk to allow for germination, then it will just remain
a single seed alone in the dirt. It is in the ‘dying’ and opening that the new
growth occurs.
So it can be for us in the season of Lent. We can practice small ‘deaths’ as we
deny ourselves things that feed our egos. We can forgo simple pleasures and in
the act of giving them up we have cause to ponder their meaning and importance in our lives. Or we may add things to our daily routine that also give
us pause to consider why we don’t do this on a more regular basis. We can take
this time during Lent to prepare the ground of our spirits for new growth into
which God is continually inviting us.
On Ash Wednesday we are reminded of our mortality. “Remember that you are
dust and to dust you shall return.” That’s something that neither we nor our society likes to think about. Yet, here we are with a bit of ash smeared on our
foreheads so that we recall our mortality and our fragility. I believe that we are
brave enough to confront uncomfortable truths and trust that the One who experienced death and the life beyond death also has the power to walk with us, nurture new growth in us, and bring us safely through all challenges.
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What new growth are you anticipating this spring? How can you leverage this liturgical season to be prepared to celebrate Easter? Are you willing to face uncomfortable truths in order to experience the new
growth that is needed? Let us walk through this Lenten Season together as a faith community and prepare
well for a great Easter celebration full of much fruit and great joy!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Suzanne

February Consistory Highlights


The 2021 Annual Meeting Financial Report proved by Ken Bevan was reviewed. Our Investment Returns resulted in a Mission Allocation for 2022 of over $19,000.



Our Liability Insurance Policy was reviewed and the deductible was raised from $1,000 to
$5,000 for an annual premium savings of over $600.



The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, March 6th immediately after our first in-person
worship. Several reports and summary financial information will be sent out in advance of the
meeting.



Pastor Suzanne’s installation service will be Sunday, March 20 th at 3pm. If you are planning to
attend, let the office know or signup in the narthex in March. Watch for more details.



Consistory agreed to pay for $2,700 of Pastor Suzanne’s relocation costs as she moves closer
to our congregation.



$2,515 from our Mission Allocation was donated to the Pottstown Cluster for their unrestricted
use.



$1,000 from our Mission Allocation was donated to PSEC Disaster Relief for Hurricane Ida victims in Reading.
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Beginning with the first Sunday in Lent, March 6, we will be offering opportunities for
education and discussion about white privilege. We will be using the UCC curriculum
“White Privilege, let’s talk, A Resource for Transformational Dialogue.”
In an effort to make the discussion available to as many people as possible there will be
three different discussion times in which to participate:
Sunday after worship, 11:00 am
Tuesday at 11:00 am
Wednesday at 7:00 pm
All discussions are planned to take place in person in the social hall. Each group will be
working on the same topic while the discussions will vary according to the people who
attend. You can pick up a copy of the first section, “The Spiritual Autobiography Told
through the Lens of Race”, at the church office. The expectation is that you will have
read the first chapter and arrive ready to join in a discussion. I look forward to learning
and growing together as we work our way through this curriculum.
Pastor Suzanne
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This Month at Shenkel UCC

Join us for Pastor Suzanne’s installation service Sunday,
March 20 at 3:00 p.m. in our sanctuary. This is your
chance to join with Shenkel UCC’s members and friends,
as well as her family, friends, and colleagues, to officially
install Rev. Suzanne Spaulding as our pastor. A reception
meal organized by Fellowship Committee, will be served
in the social hall following the service. So we can have as
accurate a count as possible, please let Tootie or Louise
Hine or the office know if you would be attending and if
you are willing to provide a dessert. Hope to see you on
March 20th!

Pottstown Cluster. We will be starting to collect items again for the Pottstown Cluster. This
month’s items are Baby Items: baby cereal, baby food, baby lotion, baby wipes, baby
shampoo. Please place your items in the bin marked for the Cluster. We will be collecting
each week and items will change on a monthly basis.

March Special Offering—One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing provides disaster relief and community development all around the world.
You can read more about OGHS at www.oghs@ucc.org.
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During the month of March, Shenkel UCC will be
praying for these randomly selected members and
friends of our congregation:
3/6

Joan and Joe Granger
Barbara Sweinhart
Abby Dise
Kim Yocom and Barry Peterman
Suzanne Spaulding

Karl Metka

03/02

Joan Granger

03/03

Kyle Manetti

03/03

Faye Pedrick

03/04

Brenda Berriker

03/06

Patricia Laverty

03/06

Sela Chidawu

03/11

Thomas Klein

03/14

Linda, Andrew, Brandon, Aaron, Michael, AJ
Foss and Christine Hauze

Steven Craner

03/15

Jill and Karl Hudick

Adam Hartzell

03/19

TJ Augustine

Lynne Moyer

03/19

Lisa and Barry Yocom

Lilly Keim

03/20

Margie and Doug Allen

Cara Bevan

03/22

Ethel Miller

03/24

Stauffer Kutz

03/30

Stephanie Viti

03/30

3/13

Laura and Christian Golden
Sandy and Ray Rowe
Tesia Craner
Cara Bevan
Heather Burhans Tran

3/20

3/27

Verna Walters
Elaine and Jim Bevans
Barbara and Jesse Painter
Sheree and Rick Scheler
Lois Iezzi
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Holy Communion
Shenkel UCC celebrates the sacrament of Holy Communion at both
services on the first Sunday of the month.

As of January 31,
2022
ACTUAL

Current Fund

Month

YTD

49

49

8,722

8,722

Expenses

(15,166)

(15,166)

Subtotal

(6,396)

(6,396)

Rent Income

1,700

1,700

1

1

(4,695)

(4,695)

(4,744)

(4,744)

Opening Bal.
Giving

Other
Ending Balance
Net Chg

I would like to thank my church family
for all the cards, phone calls, and
prayers after the recent loss of my
mother. I could feel your prayers and
you made a difficult time much easier
knowing that so many care. Thank
You!
Gary McDermit

Our Church’s Wider Mission

BUDGET
Giving

14,728

14,728

Over (Under)

(6,006)

(6,006)
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January 31, 2022

Month

YTD

Actual

630.00

630.00

Budget

1,041.67

1,041.67

Over (under)

(411.67)

(411.67)

